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Travel books, I argue, gave European reading publics a
sense of ownership, entitlement and familiarity with
respect to the distant parts of the world that were being
explored, invaded, invested in, and colonized. Travel
books were very popular. They created a sense of curi-
osity, excitement, adventure, and even moral fervor
about European expansionism. They were, I argue, one
of the key instruments that made people “at home” in
Europe feel part of a planetary project; a key instrument,

in other words, in creating the “domestic subject” of
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On the first of April will be performed at the
Play-house in the Hay-market, an Opera call’d ‘The
Cruelty of Atreus’. N.B.The Scene wherein Thyestes

eats his own Children, is to be performed by the famous

Mr Psalmanazar, lately arrived from Formosa. . .

(The Spectator, Voll, 65)
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I fear this trifling Performance will not be very
acceptable to you, because ‘tis not so elegant and polite
as you perhaps might wish; I was sensible of my own
Weakness and Incapacity for it, and therefore depend
upon your Goodness to pardon my Errors, and supply
my Defects; elegant Expressions, and pomp of Words,
are not to be expected from a raw and unpolish’d Japa-
nese. But since I wrote this Treatise in Latine, that it
might be afterwards turn’d into English; and oblig’d the
Translator to make no Additions or Alternations, ‘tis
mine, and not his Fault, if you meet with my Imperfec-
tions in it.

It was translated out of Latin by Mr Oswald, except
from Page 94. to 144, which part I wrote in English,
and was prepar’d for the Press by another Hand.

(Formosa, 1st ed. xii)
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PESORE L DN DI BEDBR D # RO A A FHEE D
FELLEZEZOLN, b — DT VT HRIZ RN
W . e B Y

N\ aurais Efpris auguel
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(“I sought after George Psalmanazar the most” Boswell,
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177) EE20ZFNTWz, T T A DB T TR
DRERIZJEST-HDE | (“] used to go and sit with him at
an ale-house in the city,”(Boswell, 177) &, ZOCH O
REDPTIEHE T 7o, KEEDBRIZFHDOHBEB A HLL
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(‘the wandering Jew’) &b, v T4 D ILFEE D
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T I T TIEMAUIE ATV AD LT 4 TR OPRHE
SOHININDE AN, 22BN O EEFHFTEDL
TWLEE, ZLTHASOH X O—BLL TRV R
DEHUIZFEMEL TWDERIE, v R 2 i RO #H
MELTRBTDICRDFELVER TH-TIZA),
TarJAX, 2l ) — (T F T aT AL D
A& ZEXNTANT RO N IR E DR REE
TONEEZRN T T A RIBIZEBVEALZRRO,
B LE B A Z X TMAT DA 2 OO LD, L
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D ENNG N s By A o I AN G- e = P
LCiE, AR 2V DIRFEICH T > TODHS, FEICFER
2O EL T, B 1K A (Hester Lynch Piozzi,
1741-1821) O H 2L Par VO kagl
(Anecdotes of the Late Samuel Johnson) (283575,
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When I asked Dr. Johnson, who was the best man he

bl

had ever known? “Psalmanazar,” was the unexpected
reply: he said, likewise, “that though a native of France,
as his friend imagined, he possessed more of the Eng-
lish language, than anyone of the other foreigners who
had separately fallen in his way.” Though there was
much esteem however, there was I believe but little
confidence between them; they conversed merely about
general topics, religion and learning, of which both
were undoubtedly stupendous examples; and with re-
gard to true Christian perfection, I have heard Johnson
say, “That George Psalmanazar’s piety, penitence, and
virtue exceeded almost what we read as wonderful even

in the lives of saints.” (173-174)
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ces hommes extraordinaires..
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18154 IC SN2 4 L # — NI L R (Walter
Hamilton)IZ LD A RS DBEFHE L ELO LD
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D7 HNEY BIFZEH L TRIBRLE THLH, F
b EAOWMUISTERINTEY, ZLTEDO¥#
AV OEFELEDOHEEZEHHTIEEIERTH-
T, ZLTHLNI DA% OREL ZfR AL TLEIIZ
EDBEERDORT OIRELBAeD7E, ZOMEIT, #
B & O S 72t B> TOHA53 (2D
BNIZEE LN TEY, PNUTRLFRODLE - D%
AT FLURSETDT,

George Psalmanazar, to whose labours we owe much of the
great Universal History, exceeded in powers of deception any
of the great impostors of learning. His Island of Formosa was
an illusion eminently bold, and maintained with as much fe-
licity as erudition; and great must have been that erudition
which could form a pretended language and its grammar, and
fertile the genius which could invent the history of an un-
known people: it is said that the deception was only satisfac-
torily ascertained by his own penitential confession; he had
defied and baffled the most learned.  (D’Israeli, Curiosities

of Literature, 45 “Literary Impostures” in Original Articles)

ZOT AR =YD, FIaz/L-Tar VD
P~ T =L ~OBRBEB R LNOEEZTEEL TN
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JID LT )RS AL, P DFEIRBIFED ILHEICD
RO D272 EL N TN, BB ALEY A
ERIEFELIZLEEALEDHE, v R T IR ED
TR BT CELEFR, v~ FH— i
17364 B0 E<ICHE - TH ZRETH RSN
[ S ] (An Universal History from the Earliest Ac-
(Z TR LT, SR A oD [E] + D JRE S %
SBHZ S EHE— AR TR 288 5 O RIED
—OTHY, BIRTIEFHENL LD EE 2B
205, 18MALDFH ITIF R LA DBHLHE D Th-o7e,
WL V) —XZhDHD T, ARV A Vi ik
EPNT-EBZZONDLDOTHD, ZZTHL~T

count of Time)
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N & ZBRUTCREED  FADNTHE O TV D, 2D
BiX, TARL =R Wy A E R 510 h 7o
T, P~ HF— L olEfEeEk]E S B L QD EnH 2
LERLTVND,

Fox DEHROZEH LI SCERIRERE O I, Ya—
AR e oy B LT B e oVl G 11 S R Y
BT 2 AT RG220, I O i
HHELTHBERITEL, OB ESBEDNDIR
K L2857 NDOWHOBEN T ~TRbND, #2203
HIZOWIINRK AR ETIIHRL2WVbDELT,
D BARITHF TRIEZ2, DIFRL TRLUMED® 5
MBI 72 FEIREN D D O HE R 2 | FAMTAF & D& FF o T
WBHZ 75T, BORNZ S FRHRIE T, Y RFA
TRAZ LOWE LSMELEAL MBI TNV T2T
FNEFOBCRLI NERDT L EEICPDFEY
ThoEE, MONI DN 2 DIER L, ONS 55
BEEARD LT DL TRV T,

Among the extraordinary literary impostors of our
age, . . . we must place a man well known in the literary
of GEORGE
PSALMANAAZAAR. He composed his autobiography

world under the assumed name
as the penance of contrition, not to be published till he
was no more, when all human motives have ceased
which might cause his veracity to be suspected. The life
is tedious; but I have curiously traced the progress of
the mind in an ingenious imposture, which is worth
preservation. The present literary forgery consisted of
personating a converted islander of Formosa; a place
then little known, but by the reports of the Jesuits, and
constructing a language and a history of a new people,
and a new religion, entirely of his own invention!

(D’Israeli, Curiosities of Literature, 56 “Literary Forgeries”
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in Second Series)

TR T, TARL—VIE B8 (T4 E9) 38l
FLIRZIBICEEB D, P~ TP — LB EBEOHRND
ZEORN 2 TEIITo CNDEI 7, A7 BRRIK
DHLLETHD,

ZOBEFMAOLHCETTUARE THY | A XA
DT DL THER, ZZTHRIFIATAAZ DO AART
DIERLDOE 2 NZONWTEL S, iIE R T, 2L T
oW FET LI HZ2MIT 72, BARANEDEIITEL
MEVDIRD FIZONWTIEENTZN, WEFERE R
HINTWEBITENSLEAEELDOTEEHER LT, T
TS TUXEERT D LITHE LD T2 D 720, #71
TNT 7y b BT HIEE MO T8, FERRITIESC
FTO—D—=DIMFOH E DT HI BN,
Bl T ET b ORI TR T 22810857,

Ew NN Yt NE =N M S Vi o N
INTANbDF DGR ELEBITSSTHETERL,
ZOEERL THRTLHFITRDST2DTHDH, 2D
FOZNESIR G T NBED LTINS, O L2 En
ITONDDIIRARE ThHDHLFEAS NI, HiTV o7
AP ZEZ ST THIVUL, RLTEREZZEZ RN D
ELVHZLEZDEBOERICBNTRAIELZDT
0D, &L, P DEVITND NTZBIZ IR
RIS, REETEZ SN DEoT2,

This man was evidently a native of the south of France;
educated in some provincial college of the Jesuits,
where he had heard much of their discoveries of Japan;
he had looked over their maps, and listened to their
comments. He forgot the manner in which the Japanese
wrote; but supposed, like orientalists, they wrote from
the right to the left, which he found difficult to manage.
He set about excogitating an alphabet; but actually for-

got to give names to his letters, which afterwards baf-
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fled him before literary men.

He fell into gross blunders; having inadvertently af-
firmed that the Formosans sacrificed eighteen thousand
male infants annually, he persisted in not lessening the
number. It was proved to be an impossibility in so small
an island, without occasioning a depopulation. He had
made it a principle in this imposture never to vary when
he had once said a thing. All this was projected in haste,

fearful of detection by those about him.
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X, EOREOAFIRERIL, 2T VT ~OL 27
FESZ FITL TR WU R E R I fF B2 o7, 74
BV EDIE ThHoTh, EEEDOEIAFEFITIZEAL
72Tz, LU, 1004ELL Eifg o7z bx RPT—2L
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7. ELITHRVWEEL AR —a2 -k N X LDOHT

[ A7 A7 3 —K N¥% 8] (The Oxford Dictionary
of National Biography) D4 /v~FH—LOE|TIT,
U 4V7 L+ Fv 4 — (William Lauder, ¢.1710- ¢.1771)
< R&+F ¥ &KL (Thomas Chatterton, 1752-1770) . ¥
= — LA+~ 77— (James MacPherson,
1736-1796), €L CYF ¥ —R+H# X (Richard Sav-
age, ¢.1654- 1712) L\ o 7c AATERTERIMEbH A %
DISHAICESHBLIZZENE R EN®, kD IH I
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THLTERDEENZORFRIZESHB L2 L3,
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T=DIEAY, P~ F Y — VO FNLH R EOF .
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The flourishing of such forgers at this time may
have been a response to the increased professionaliza-
tion of knowledge during the period. Psalmanazar’s
quarrel with the Royal Society, his defense of revela-

tion in religion, and his immersion in ancient Hebrew



may be all regarded as a rebellion against modern forms
of knowledge. Psalmanazar’s work, despite its fabrica-
tion, also has a place in the history of ethnography.
(Robert DeMaria, jun. “George Psalmanazar,” Oxford
Dictionary of National Biography)
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nazar’s homeland], now a Colony belonging to the
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Palmer®[EN O BE 52 I(The History of Printing, 1732)
OHREAEHL TS,

11 Forey, 19-20, Swiderski, 40-41, Keevak, 37,137&#,
ENHEIRROLTOFE[ROT B (74 /4FH) 5ENTIT,
ROEEOFEZIAL DB R SEND, “This book contains in
many particulars the most ingenious imposture on the
Publick, but the whole was detected, & the Author
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Sun shone down the Chimney every Year in Formosa.
His Philosophy here failing him, he was detected
never to have been in the Island”(Foley, 19).
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language, alphabet, and numerical systems may have

“Elements of Psalmanazar’s

lingered longest in learned discourse because of their
replicability as units of information”(407).
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