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1809-1874

Grammar of Ornament, 1856

George Eliot, 

[Mary Ann Evans], 1819-1880

“The plates correspond to examples in 

syntax, not to be repeated parrot-like, but to be studied as embodiments of syntactical 

principles.” Eliot Essays, 274
1 syntax

“GENERAL PRINCIPLES”

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Owen Jones, c.1869 
The Builder, May 9, 1874, 383 
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1830

Jules Goury, 1803-1834

6

Plans, Elevations, Sections and Details of the Alhambra, 1836-1842

 

1851

Crystal Palace

Egyptian Hall

1852

Museum of Manufactures

Museum of Ornamental Art 1857

South Kensington Museum, 1899 Victoria & Albert Museum
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 The Builder
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OWEN JONES, whose death, at the comparatively early age of 65, all must mourn, 

was the most potent apostle of colour that architectural England has had in these days. 

The extent of his labours, and the amount of work he did, are scarcely known, even 

to those who consider themselves well informed on such subjects. The Builder, 

383, May 9 1874  

4

5 1850

1860

Alfred Morrison, 1821-1897  6 1885

1892 The Oxford 

Dictionary of National Biography  

Warwick William Wroth, 1858-1911
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Jone’s forte was interior decoration. He insisted strongly on the decorative 

importance of colour, declaring that “form without colour is like a body without a 

soul.” He had much fertility of invention, and by his example and by the publication 

of his “Grammar of Ornament” and other writings exercised a considerable influence 

on the designs of England wall-papers, carpets, and furniture. vol.30, 150   

1940

8  

20

“propositions ”

Frank Lloyd Wright, 1867-1959 Le 

Corbusier, 1887-1965 9

1950

10

 

20

1911

Encyclopedia Britannica, 11th ed.  “Owen Jones”

110

“a special study of the Alhambra”

20
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11

21 12

 

 

.  

Upper Thames Street Owen Jones, or 

Owain Myvyr, 1741-1814 Sr

Llanfihangel-Glyn-Myfyr
13 Jr

14

 

Sr 1760

68 5

Hannah Jane, 1772-1838

Catherin, 1808-1884

1811-1890 Robert 

Roberts, 1757?-1821

 

1814  
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Mr. Jones has left a widow and three children, but we are happy to say that; they are 

well provided for. Such was this patriot’s love of his native country, that he 

purchased some land lately near the spot where he was born, and build an excellent 

house on it, which he bequeathed to his son, with a request that it may be always 

kept in the family. Monthly Magazine, 379  

Sr

Gwyneddigion Society

The Myvyrian Archaiology of Wales, 3vols, 1801-1807

5000 15  

Sr

16  

Jr plaque 3

17 All Hallows Church

1940
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Sacred to the Memory of Owen Jones.  

    Who departed this life September 26th 1814 aged 74 years. [ ] 

    Also of Robert Roberts. Who died May 3th 1821. In the 64th year of his age. 

    Also of Hannah Jane Roberts. Relict of both the above:  

who departed this life 23th April 1834. Aged 65 years. 

 

1822 1821

Sr

Cymmrodorion
18

1770

Sr 1820

Sr

 

Jr

Kensal Green Cemetery

“..in addition to the members of his family 

as chief mourners, there had assembled a considerable number of scientific men desirous 

to pay the last tribute.” The Builder, May 9,1874, 385) 

 “Owen Jones Myfyr”
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Church 

of St Bartholomew, Sydenham

1874

James William 

Wild, 1814-1892
20

 

Isabells Lucy

1875 21

 
Owen Jones (architect),  
Kensal Green Cemetery  
(Wikimedia Commons) 
 

In Memory of Owen Jones Archi 
Died April 19th 1874 

Aged 65 
Also of 

Catherine 
Sister of the Above 

And elder Daughter of 
Owen Jones Myfyr 

Died March 12th 1884 
Aged 76 
Also of 

Hannah Jane 
Younger Sister of the Above 
Died September 14th 1890 

Aged 79 Years 
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22  

9

Charterhouse
23

24  

Matthew Arnold, 1822-1888 1867

On the Study of Celtic Literature

S

Sr

Sr “the 

Denbighshire peasant’s name” 27 25 19

26

Jr
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27  

1825 16 Lewis Vulliamy, 

1791-1871 5 1829

28  

 

1856

1851

Crystal Palace Library

George Scharf  The Greek Court Elected 

in the Crystal Palace

Joseph Bonomi, 1796-1878

Samuel Sharpe Description of the Egyptian Court; 

Erected in the Crystal Palace  

The Alhambra Court in the Crystal Palace, 1854

1856

1842

Pascal De Gayangos  
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Every principle which we can gather from every other style of art is not only found   

here, but is also more universally obeyed. By the inscriptions, it shares with Egyptian 

art the power of giving life and purpose to the monuments. However skilfully the 

Egyptians wove their hieroglyphics into ornament, the Moors went beyond them, 

not only m the poetry of their inscriptions, but in the material forms by which they 

were expressed. The grace and refinement of Greek ornament is here surpassed. 

Possessing, equally with the Greeks, an appreciation of pure form, the Moors 

excelled them in variety and imagination. In geometrical combinations they went far 
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beyond the models handed down to them by the Romans, Byzantines, and Arabs. 

Jones, The Alhambra Court in the Crystal Palace 87  

Jones, The Grammar of Ornament, 1856; 

“General Principles,” 5-8. 37 “Propositions”

3 4

“the absence of any want” “repose”  
29  

I have ventured to hope that, in thus bringing into immediate juxtaposition the many 

forms of beauty which every style of ornament presents, I might aid in arresting that 

unfortunate tendency of our time to be content with copying, whilst the fashion lasts, 

the forms peculiar to any bygone age, without attempting to ascertain, generally 

completely ignoring, the peculiar circumstances which rendered an ornament 

beautiful, because it was appropriate, and which as expressive of other wants, when 

thus transplanted, as entirely fails. Grammar, “Preface,” 1  
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To attempt to build up theories of art, or to form a style, independently of the past, 

would be an act of supreme folly. It would be at once to reject the experiences and 

accumulated knowledge of thousands of years. On the contrary, we should regard as 

our inheritance all the successful labours of the past, not blindly following them, but 

employing them simply as guides to find the true path. Grammar, “Preface,” 1  

36

“The principles discoverable in 

the works of the past belong to us.” “It 

is taking the end for the means.”  

19
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30

2 3
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20

 

 
2  V&A Drawing by Owen  

Jones, 8113.1 

 
3  V&A Drawing by Owen  

Jones, 8113.7 

1  Pompeian No.3, Mosaics from Pompeii and the 
museum at Naples New York City Library collection
[Lithographer for The Grammar of Ornament, Francis 
Bedford, 1816-1894] 
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Moresque

4 5

4

5

 

4 5

1 3 4 4 2 2

4 Moresque No.5 Plate XLIII McGill University Library) 

 
5 Moresque No.5 Plate XLIII New York Public Library) 

 
6 Moresque No.5 Plate XLIII New York Public Library) 
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3 2

 

6 4

  

Though naturally modest and of a retiring disposition, Owen Jones never swerved 

from his principles, never yielded, for the sake of a momentary success, a single 

point to prejudice. He possessed an intellect of remarkable exactness and precision, 

and had mastered many branches of science in so far as they bore upon architecture. 

Of geometry, for example, he had an extended knowledge; which he turned to good 

aesthetic account in multiplying geometrical designs of extraordinary beauty, from 

the simplest to the most intricate. The Builder, May 9 1874, 384  
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1970 Roger 

Penrose, 1931-  Penrose tile 7 1 8
31 2007 15

32 Isfahan Darb-e Imam

12

girih tiles

  
7 Penrose-P3 

 
8 Ammann-Beenker 

Imediegwu  
9 Owen Jones, Design for a tiled pavement in Islamic 

style (ca. 1840-50) V&A 8115.1. 
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6 6

6

7 8 10 8

9

 

 

33

William Morris, 1834-1896
34
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JSPS 21K00366  

 

 
 

1   
“Happily Mr. Owen Jones has undertaken the ornamentation of the drawing-room, and will prescribe 
all about chairs, &c. I think, after all, I like a clean kitchen better than any other room.” (Eliot, Life, 
vol.2, 289)  1863 2

(See, 291) 
2 A Catalogue of the Articles of Ornamental Art 

A Catalogue of the Museum of Ornamental Art  
3 A Catalogue of the Museum of Ornamental Art “Appendix A –Formation of the 
Museum” Henry Cole, Owen Jones, Richard Redgrave 3 17 May 1852

“Notwithstanding the indifference to principles of Ornamental Art which is 
too prevalent in the present age . . . there are signs that the existence of laws and principles in Orna-
mental Art, as in every branch of human science, is beginning to be recognized.(118-119)”

4
 

4  

“Mr. Owen Jones. This eminent 
professor of decorative art died on April 19, after a long and painful illness. Mr. Owen Jones, who 
was born in Wales in 1809, early showed a talent for art, and became a pupil of Mr. Lewis Vulliamy, 
the architectural designer and decorator.” (The Annual Register, 149.) 
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Lewis Vulliamy, 1791-1871

 
5 Cook De La Rue

1844 1863 The British Museum The World 
Playing Card 2018  
6 Jackson 
& Graham Christopher Dresser 1834-1904

1876
2800 Furniture His-

tory Society  
7 The Builder The Fishermonger’s Company

(385)
Britannica, 1911  
8 The World Playing Card, 2018 2023  
9 Flores, Owen Jones: Design, Ornament, Architecture, and the Theory in an Age of Transition, 249-
253  
10  Frankel Frankel 

Nikolaus Pevsner, Alf Boe, David Brett
18-19, 35  

11  Sydenham

19
1909

The Crystal Palace Foundation 
 

12   
Michael Darby  Owen Jones and the Eastern Ideal PhD. Diss., U. 
Reading, 1974 EThOS

2023 10 2024
 

13 2021 200 66  Street Check, 
“Area Information for Llanfihangel Glyn Myfyr, Corwen, Wales”  
14 Jr  
15 Phillips  
16 Literary Panorama, 966

Flores, Owen Jones, Architect. 9 William Bagot, 
second Baron Bagot 800 Bagot

Pool Park Bagot 
History Com  
17 Hhys, “Grave elegies: three and a half centuries of Welsh poetic tradition” Llanfihangel-
Glyn-Myfyr  
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18 Cambro-Briton, 442 Transactions of Cymmrodorion, xi  
19 1881 Croft, Guide to Kensal Green Cemetery, p.70

 
20 1827-32

Sir John Soane’s Museum 
“The Beloved Memory of Owen Jones Archt, Died April 19. 1874 Aged 65/ Erected by His 

Sisters Katherine[sic] & Hanna Jones.” Sir John Soane’s Museum  
21  Sessional Papers “Proceedings at the Ordinary and Other General 
Meetings, Papers Read, &C.”  “Professor Donaldson mentioned in 
terms of great regret the resent death of Mrs. Owen Jones, the Widow of the late Architect and Fellow 
of the Institute.(34)”  
22 

 “… Mrs. Owen Jones and her husband—two very different people—
are equally enthusiastic about the book [Scenes of Clerical Life].” (Eliot, Life, vol.2,.11) 
23 Hoskins  
24  

 
25  

Sr  “So Owen Jones went up, a young man of nineteen, to London, 
and got employment in a furrier’s shop in Thames Street; for forty years, with a single object in view, 
he worked at his business; and at the end of that time his object was won. He had risen in his em-
ployment till the business had become his own, and he was now a man of considerable means…. 
Gradually he got manuscript after manuscript transcribed, and at last, in 1801, he jointly with two 
friends brought out in three large volumes, printed in double columns, his Myvyrian Archaeology of 
Wales. This books full of imperfection, it presented itself to a public which could not judge of its 
importance, and it brought upon its author, in his life-time, more attack than honour. He died not long 
afterwards, and now he lies buried in All-hallows Church, in London, with his tomb turned toward 
the east, away from the green vale of Clwyd and the mountains of his native Wales; but his book is 
the great repertory of the literature of his nation, the comparative study of languages and literatures 
gains every day more followers, and no one of these followers, at home or abroad, touches Welsh 
literature without paying homage to the Dengighshire peasant’s name…(Arnold, 26-27)  

Jr

1892 Oxford Dic-
tionary of National Biography Daniel Lleufer Thomas Sr

Sr

Sr
Sr

Thomas  
26 BBC Wales history “society and culture”  
27 Turner Owen Jones and the V&A  
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“At his [Owen Jones’s] death, his wife almost immediately sold the contents of his office 
and his library at Sotherby’s. He had no children and his sisters died without marrying, so there were 
no relatives to receive any personal papers, if they even survived (perhaps unlikely given his wife’s 
haste to dispatch his professional archive.(17)”  
28 The Builder, 1874, 384, Flores, Owen Jones. Architect, 44  
29 “Proposition 3. As Architecture, so all works of the Decorative Arts; should possess fitness, pro-
portion, harmony, the result of all which is repose.”  “Proposition 4. True beauty results from 
that repose which the mind feels when the eye, the intellect, and the affections, are satisfied from the 
absence of any want.” Grammar, 5. Proposition 13

1852 An Attempt to Define the Principles

 
30  Jones, Designs for Mosaic Pavements F.O. 
Ward Ward

“compressed porcelain tesserae”  
31 Penrose Imediegwu  
32  Lu, “Decagonal and Quasi-Crystalline Tiling in Medieval Islamic Architecture.” NA-
TURE, “Islamic tiles reveal sophisticated maths.”  
33 Flores Owen Jones. Architect 
National Library of Wales Geraint Phillips 

Geraint Phillips Owen Jones Sr  
34 6 Examples of Chinese Ornament

Alfred Morrison 
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