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No observation however forced itself upon me with more violence than one, that
I could not help making on the death of Captain Cook. God is a jealous God,
and at Owhyhee the poor man was content to be worshipped. From that moment,
the remarkable interposition of Providence in his favour was converted into an
opposition that thwarted all his purposes.  (Oct. 9%, 1784, To John Newton:
Cowper, 282)
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When he departed, he left his worshippers still infatuated with an idea of his
godship, consequently well disposed to serve him. At his return, he found them
sullen, distrustful, and mysterious. A trifling theft was committed, which, by a
blunder of his own in pursuing the thief after the property had been restored,
was magnified to an affair of the last importance. One of their favourite chiefs

was killed too by a blunder. Nothing in short but blunder and mistake attended
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him, till he fell breathless into the water, and then all was smooth again.  (Oct.
9t 1784, To John Newton: Cowper, 282-83)
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The rage for converting savage nations is now spreading over the whole South
Sea, and causes much mischief, because the missionaries do not take pains to
make men of them before they make them Christians, and thus, what should

bring them happiness and tranquility, becomes the source of bloody wars; as for
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example, in the Friendly Islands, where the Christians and heathens reciprocally

try to exterminate each other (Kotzebue, 1, 280)
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Twice in the year they receive permission to return to their native homes. This

short time is the happiest period of their existence; and I myself have seen them
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going home in crowds, with loud rejoicings. The sick, who cannot undertake the
journey, at least accompany their happy countrymen to the shore where they
embark, and there sit for days together, mournfully gazing on the distant sum-
mits of the mountains which surround their homes; they often sit in this situation
for several days, without taking any food, so much does the sight of their lost
home affect these new Christians. Every time some of those who have the per-
mission, run away; and they would probably all do it, were they not deterred by
their fears of the soldiers, who catch them, and bring them back to the Mission
as criminals ... (Kotzebue, 1, 283-284)
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Thou [the Death] are terrible indeed, yet thou dwellest with LIBERTY, stern

GENIUS! Borne on thy dark pinions over the swelling of Ocean they return to

their native Country. There by the side of fountains beneath Citron Groves the
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Lovers tell to their Beloved, what horrors being MEN they had endured from
MEN! (PW (R) 1,Part1,222)
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Whereas, of all the numerous fragments which this extraordinary writer has put
forth, if there is one which indicates the true nature of the poetical structure he
is capable of raising, and (we are determined to hope and expect) he some day
or other wil/ raise, to the glory of his art and the immortal honor of his name—
it is this [The Island] (“The Island,” The New Monthly Magazine, 136)
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Lord Byron, indeed, has partially treated the subject; but by blending two in
congruous stories, and leaving both of them imperfect, and by mixing up fact
with fiction, has been less felicitous than usual; for, beautiful as many passages
in his ‘Island’ are, in a region where every tree, and flower, and fountain breathe
poetry, yet as a whole the poem is feeble and deficient in dramatic effect

(Barrow, 1831, x)
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The stars from broader beams began to creep,

And lift their shining eyelids from the deep;

The sail resumed its lately shadowed white,

And the wind fluttered with a freshening flight;
And the purpling Ocean owns the coming Sun,
But ere he break—a deed is to be done. (Canto 1, 11.11-15)2?
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She, with her paddling oar and dancing prow,

Shot through the surf, like reindeer through the snow,

Swift-gliding o’er the breaker’s whitening edge,

Light as a Nereid in her ocean sledge,

And gazed and wondered at the giant hulk,

Which heaved from wave to wave its trampling bulk.
(Canto 2, 11.228-233)
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The anchor dropped; it [the giant hulk] lay along the deep,
Like a huge lion in the sun asleep,

While round it swarmed the Proas’ flitting chain,

Like summer bees that hum around his mane. (Canto 2, 11.234-237)
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CM: Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Marginalia

CN: The Notebooks of Samuel Taylor Coleridge
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